An Impertinent Freedom by Duncan, Liam
Wright State University 
CORE Scholar 
Pride and Prejudice: The Bicentennial Pre-conference Materials, Posters, and Ephemera 
Apr 10th, 3:54 PM 
"An Impertinent Freedom" 
Liam Duncan 
Wright State University - Main Campus 
Follow this and additional works at: https://corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/celia_pride 
 Part of the English Language and Literature Commons 
Repository Citation 
Duncan, Liam, ""An Impertinent Freedom"" (2013). Pride and Prejudice: The Bicentennial. 3. 
https://corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/celia_pride/preconference/blog/3 
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by the CELIA Events at CORE Scholar. It has been accepted 
for inclusion in Pride and Prejudice: The Bicentennial by an authorized administrator of CORE Scholar. For more 
information, please contact library-corescholar@wright.edu. 
2/14/2014 Pride and Prejudice: The Student Blog: "An Impertinent Freedom"
http://prideandprejudice200.blogspot.com/2013/04/an-impertinent-freedom.html 1/2
Pride and Prejudice: The Student Blog
Wednesday, April 10, 2013
Posted by Liam Duncan at 3:54 PM 
"An Impertinent Freedom"
The anonymously penned pamphlet "An Address to the Deists. In Which are Prefixed, Remarks on the Conduct
of Our Modern Clergy" links the 18th Century infiltration of Deism into the religious culture of England to the
deficiencies the author perceives in the morality and convictions of the modern clergy. The author asserts that
there is a strong link between the rapid spread of Deism and the apparent moral weakness and growing apathy of
clergy members who do not have a solid grasp on the importance of their position within society: "Thus our
Religion suffers through the Neglect of those very Men who ought and are expected to defend it to the utmost
Stretch of their abilities" (4). The author then goes on to suggest that the solution to the problem of Deism is for
clergy members to move beyond a superficial understanding of the scriptures, and gain a deeper and more sincere
appreciation of their Christian faith (13-14). Additionally, the address seems to be taking a direct shot at ministers
only concerned with their connections with members of high society when it says, "the Opinions of Men have
been so enlightened through the Progress of Learning and Liberty, as in a great Measure to be divested of all
superstitious Reverence for mere Names and Authority" (8). This particular quote exemplifies the author's distaste
for those members of the clergy who use their positions to gain favor with members of the upper class, and praises
those who move beyond this superficial behavior in order to focus on defending the Christian faith.
   
Although there are no overt references to Deism in Pride and Prejudice, and no clergy members in the novel are
identified by Austen as being supportive of Deist beliefs, one can easily draw a comparison between the negative
aspects of some clergy membered described in "An Address to the Deists" and Mr. Collins, the most featured
clerical character in Pride and Prejudice. The pliable and unquestioning toady of Lady Catherine de Bourgh, Mr.
Collin's perfectly fits the description provided in "An Address" of a clergyman preoccupied with earthly
connections and rank. His connection with a lady of high society seems to give him an inordinate amount of pride,
even once inducing him to improperly introduce himself to Mr. Darcy, a member of a much higher class, at a ball
(136-138). Perhaps even more offensive, at least in the opinion of the author of "An Address to the Deists", is
Collins' halfhearted association with the Christian faith. While at university he "merely kept the necessary terms"
(109), and he chooses to associate his title with a mixture of pride and authority, as opposed to Christian humility,
extolled in "An Address to the Deists". This mixture of excessive pride and gross social impropriety exhibited by
Mr. Collins, both things specifically attacked in "An Address to the Deists", demonstrates that in Pride and
Prejudice, Jane Austen seemed to echo the general sentiment of upper class citizens during the Regency, which
attacked the clergy for being superficial and socially inept.
Recommend this on Google
A blog site featuring original research by
undergraduate students at Wright State
University enrolled in Crystal B. Lake's seminar
on Pride and Prejudice (Spring 2013).
We hope you enjoy reading about the cultural
and historical contexts surrounding Austen's
famous novel. And be sure to participate in
CELIA's Bicentennial events on October 10-12,
2013. Click here for more information.
About
▼  2013 (26)
▼  April (6)
"The Feelings Immediately
Consequent Upon Stating ...
"A Base and Pernicious Vice":
Gambling in the Rege...
Ladies—manly airs assuming!
"An Impertinent Freedom"
"He Ought not to be Charged for
either of these Se...
The More Extravagant a Master or
Mistress is, the ...
►  March (19)
►  February (1)
Blog Archive
Share 0  More  Next Blog» Create Blog
2/14/2014 Pride and Prejudice: The Student Blog: "An Impertinent Freedom"
http://prideandprejudice200.blogspot.com/2013/04/an-impertinent-freedom.html 2/2
Newer Post Older PostHome
Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)
Enter your comment...
Comment as: Google Account
Publish
 
Preview
No comments:
Post a Comment
Awesome Inc. template. Powered by Blogger.
